
   

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 
 “The Tidings” 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
8:15AM  

Traditional Worship w/Holy Communion 
  10:45AM 

1st & 4th Sundays  -  Traditional Worship  
w/Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday  -  Family Worship w/Holy Communion 
3rd Sunday  -  Contemporary Worship w/Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  -  9:30AM 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Sundays at 9:30am  

Mondays at 7:30pm (Whenever Confirmation Class Is Held) 

Women’s Bible Study in the Education Bldg.  
on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 6:00pm.  TUESDAY, 

Tuesday,s at 7:30pm,  
A book discussion of “The Jesus I Never Knew” 

written by Philip Yancey 
Wednesdays at 10:00am  
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                   PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 
Dear Children of God, 
 
“And that is what we are” according to St John’s first letter.  Are you prepared to begin the jour-
ney to Bethlehem again?  On Sunday, November 27th  we will begin a new church year with the 
Season of Advent.  It’s a time of preparation through prayer, meditation, and gathering together 
for special worship to offer our lives to the one who gave His life for us. 
 
One of my favorite Christmas Carols is “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and the very first verse 
sets the tone for what this season and celebration is all about.  It is about God reconciling us to 
Himself, God reaching out in love to seek and to save us all.  Amidst all that we will do for the 
next month it is really important that we take the time to consider this greatest gift which we 
have received in the child of Bethlehem.  “God and sinner reconciled”, by God’s pre-emptive 
action of putting on the flesh and humbling Himself being born as a child to rescue us from the 
burden of sin and death. 
 
When I think about how hard it is in this world to have people reconcile and make things right 
in relationships I am reminded of how awesome God’s action of reconciliation really is.  Too 
often I think we take this great gift for granted and fail to see the price that was paid to complete 
the reconciling act.  The Child of Bethlehem is the Christ of the cross, for it was not only in His 
birth that we were reconciled, but in His suffering, death and resurrection. 
 
How incredible it is that God saw that much value in us and loved us so much that He was will-
ing to sacrifice His one and only Son’s life so that we might have life and have it abundantly. 
 
As we make this journey to Bethlehem let us take time together in worship through Word and 
Sacrament, prayer, and meditation to prepare for this feast of the Incarnation.  Join us for our 
Midweek Advent Experiences on Wednesday evenings at 7:30, as well as our regular Sunday 
morning celebrations as we lead up to our festival services on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. 
 
I look forward to greeting you at these special family gatherings  
as we celebrate being children of God, “And that is what we 
are.” 
 
Peace and Love, 
 
Charles W. Froehlich 
Pastor 
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UPCOMING  WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
Prepare your heart for Christmas by joining for each  

of these special evenings: 
Advent Experiences  

Wednesdays at 7:30pm 
 

November 30th the South Shore Brass will lead us in a musical reflection in our prepa-
ration for Christmas.  This is the group that plays on Easter Sunday each year. 

 
December 7th the Strings Group from Long Island Lutheran High School will lead us 

in a reflective evening of worship to prepare our hearts for the birth of the Savior.  
 

December 14th we will have a special service of lessons and  
carols with soloists from the congregation as we prepare to  

welcome the Savior.  
 

Our final Advent experience will be on December 21st at 6:30 pm, when we will visit 
the residents at Sunrise Assisted Living (on Deer Park Avenue across from Vanderbilt 

School) and sing carols for them. 

    Christmas Eve                   Christmas Day 

 5:00pm Family Service        10:00am  w/Holy Communion 
 7:00pm Candlelight 
      w/Holy Communion 
 9:00pm Candlelight 
      w/Holy Communion 
 
                                    New Year’s Eve 

                   5:00pm w/Holy Communion 
                    Jan 1 - New Year’s Day 

              10:00am w/ Holy Communion 
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Christmas and New Year greetings to you! 
 
It is a joy to work with so many special young people and families here at St. Luke. 
There are so many talented youth and giving volunteers that make this church what it is. 
 
We have a variety of fun activities coming up for kids of all ages to get involved with. 
On December 3rd our youth will be baking cookies to send to the troops.  This is a fun day that 
we have been doing for several years now.  Hope you are able to make it!  Then on December 
4th, we will host our annual Sights, Sounds, and Smells of Christmas.  It’s such a nice kick-off 
to the Christmas season. 
 
On December 16th we will take some of our youth to Resurrection Lutheran Church in Garden 
City for a joint Game Night!  On December 22nd, we will head over to Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Centereach for their annual Christmas Dance.  Details will follow soon about these 
dates. 
 
The weekend of January 6th we will be bringing some of our Confirmation youth to a “Youth 
Quake” held at a hotel in Baltimore, Maryland.  “Youth Quakes” are fun weekends where kids 
from all over the country get together to meet each other, play games, and grow in their faith. 
 
November 27th – 30th,  a small group of adults went to Cairo, NY to help assist with the rebuild-
ing efforts due to the flooding from the hurricane.  Even though it is out of the national spot-
light, there is much work to be done.  Many people are still in temporary housing, as they wait 
for their homes to be rebuilt.  It is a joy to help people in their time of need.  We will look to 
schedule future trips to help the same people.  Stay Tuned… 
 
We continue to have our high school youth meet every other Sunday night for what we call, 
“The Shire”.  It’s a two hour block of fun games, conversations, and spiritual talks.  Keep your 
eyes on the calendar for these dates, and kids…do everything you can to be there! 
 
We also continue our weekly Pool and Game Nights on Thursdays.  A special thanks to Al 
Guerra for all his help with those nights.  As the weather turns cold, we will move our every 
other Friday night “Pits” indoors to have game nights.  Kids, that means Sardines, and Catan!  
Watch the calendar for those dates. 
 

I look forward to worshiping, serving, and doing life with all of you here at St. Luke. 

In Christ, 
Jim Dorner 
Youth and Family Minister 
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Mountain Top 
In our lives I like to think we all have had some kind of “mountain top experience”.  In 

the secular world, I would think, this would be a feeling of satisfaction with ones self and a feel-
ing that they are on top of the world made possible by their own ambition.  On the spiritual side 
of the ‘mountain top experience” one would have the overwhelming feeling of the presence of 
the creator of all that is seen and unseen.  In the spiritual experiences one would possibly want 
to share with others how close they feel to God or how they feel his presence.   The sharing of 
this experience is a strong witness of how Christ is working in one’s life.  To go a step further,  
the sharing of how Christ works in our lives tells people of our relationship with God and our 
Savior. 

To look at the other side of the coin, we can read 1Kings 18.  The main people in 
1Kings 18 are Elijah, Ahab and Jezebel.  At this time Israel has turned to worship an idol, Baal.  
Elijah puts the followers of Baal to the test on Mount Carmel.  The contest Elijah proposes is in 
1Kings 18:16-46 (please read).  Prior to the contest (1Kings 18:21), Elijah asks, ‘“How long 
will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, fol-
low him.”  But the people said nothing.’  What struck me is, “the people said nothing”.  This 
Mount Carmel “mountain top experience” is not the type of experience I think we would be 
proud of.  This response is not the response Joshua gave in Joshua 24:15, “But if serving the 
LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

 This may be a long prelude, but I wanted to contrast the two different experiences and 
ask, which one are you more familiar with?  How do we respond to God’s numerous blessings?  
Do we consider the birth of Christ this month something to share or is it just another holiday 
season where Christ is kept quiet, tucked away in a present that is not opened?  In the hymn, 
“Hark the Herald Angels” we have several reasons to praise, share and expand the kingdom of 
our risen Lord.  We have, “God and sinner reconciled”, “ Born that no more may die” and “Born 
to give us second birth”.  So, as we continue our faith journey during the Advent and Christmas 
Season, and look forward to the coming year, I pray we all have the mountain top experience of 
a growing relationship with Christ and we are prepared to say, as for me I will serve the Lord. 

 

 

Deacon Brad Page 
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“The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.”  

—Martin Luther  

 
SUNDAYS AT 9:30AM 
Led by Pastor Froehlich 

We will be completing the study on Romans and then will be studying the Chronology 
of the Scriptures during the weeks leading up to Christmas. In January we will begin a 
study of the Biblical timeline and how the events of the Bible fit into secular history. 

 
MONDAYS AT 7:30PM (when Confirmation Class Meets)  

Led By: Pastor Froehlich 
At this study, we discuss what the Confirmation students are learning 

 
TUESDAY, (2nd & 4th) at 7:30pm, Led By: Denise Cianciatti 

A book discussion of “The Jesus I Never Knew” written by Philip Yancey 
 

TUESDAY, LWML Women’s Bible Study - 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month  
at 6:30pm Led By: Denise Norman 

A women’s Bible study using the Bible studies from the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly 
All women are welcomed!!  You aren't committed to join us for every study.   

 
WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30AM Led By: Pastor Froehlich 

The Wednesday morning study is concentrating on the Letters of St. Paul 

1ST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH  at 8:00am Men’s Ministry Study  

 

Join us as we grow together in our faith and we 
help one another in our understanding of our  

spiritual journey.  
 
 
 

��������������
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AROUND ON DECEMBER 4th, 2011 

12:00 TO 2:00PM 
JOIN IN THE FUN FOR THE WHOLE  

FAMILY: 
 
 

    WATCH CHOCOLATE PASTRY FIGURES 
BEING MADE FOR YOU TO EAT. 

        
MAKE AN ANGEL ORNAMENT FOR YOUR TREE. 
WRITE A LETTER TO MILITARY PERSONNEL. 
GO ON LONG ISLAND’S ONLY COOKIE WALK. 

ENJOY SOME DELICIOUS FOOD FOR LUNCH (FREE-WILL DONA TION). 
    JOIN IN BIBLE JEOPARDY & OTHER GAMES. 

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN THROUGHOUT THE DAY. 
SHOP AT ALL THE DIFFERENT TABLES FOR THOSE ONE OF 

A KIND CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 
 
 

It takes many hands to make our Sights, Sounds, and Smells of Christmas Fair run smoothly. 
We need help with the craft making table, set up and clean up, food donations, and all 
around assistance in various areas. If you are available to help in any of these capacities, 
please contact Sandi McDermott or Lisa Wenz for more information. 
 
We would also love to have more of the wonderful handmade 
items that were donated in the past and to add new 
items to the Boutique Table. These are a big hit and people 
enjoy being able to buy hand-made items to give as gifts. If you would like to donate or 
have any questions, please contact    Debbie Gnad at tip-
syq1@verizon.net or  
631-665-3383. 
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ST. LUKE SAINTS WALL PLAQUES:  We are moving ahead with the plaques for the St. Luke 
Saints Wall and after the first of the year we will put in our next order for the plaques to be cast.  The 
names on the plaque can be of members or former members and their families both living and those who 
have died.  We will have a special section on the wall for those who were the charter members of the con-
gregation in 1963.  Forms to order the plaques can be found on the literature table in the church or on the 
church website.  We will have a dedication of the wall in the spring of the 2012 during the Easter season. 
The cost for the engraved plaque is $200. 

The Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Financial Bank…
an option available to everyone at St. Luke!  

For years now our church has offered The Simply Giving Program (an 
electronic donation system) available to the members of St. Luke who 
have chosen to pledge their offerings through an online program.  There are many benefits and 
conveniences that you may not have considered in your gifts to the Lord, which the Finance 
Committee would like to share with you. 

The on-line giving program at St. Luke is managed by Vanco Services.  The registration is sim-
ple and requires the set-up of a password and the provision of banking or charge card informa-
tion to get you started in this program.  You select the amount, frequency and type of donation 
you are making – whether it is for the General Operating, Building Fund, Missions Fund, Shares 
for Shared Ministries or Youth Fund!  Once the account is established, you are able to change 
any of the options originally selected for your account.   The frequency of the offerings dictates 
the amount of transaction fees that are charged from the contributions made.  In other words, if 
you would like the amount to come out of your bank account once a month for the total of your 
monthly pledge, you may calculate that and pick the date of the month that works best for you.  
With only one transaction versus the approximate four in one month’s time – you will be able to 
minimize the fees that are charged by Vanco Services and more money will be credited to St. 
Luke’s bank account.  Your pledge may be made by using a charge card accepted by Vanco as 
well, which will mean an additional handling charge assessed on top of the transaction fee, but 
still a convenience that you may not have thought of. 

If you would like to consider this option in the donations pledged to St. Luke, and would like 
more information, feel free to contact our Treasurer, Christine Lamendola, our Financial Secre-
tary, Joanne Adam, or the Chair of Finance, Rhonda Meserole.  This convenience will avoid 
remembering to write a check each week and will allow for that summer vacation or Sunday 
away due to inclement weather without your donation being missed too! 

The improved cash flow for St. Luke will allow us to meet our obligations throughout the year 
in the most efficient manner, while also being able to keep up all of our good works in the Min-
istry of our Lord here at St. Luke, which is so important to each of us and the strong foundation 
on which we have built our Congregation.  

�������������������
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Everyone had a great time at the Youth Halloween Party held in October.  Below are 
two pictures, one of a “mystery person” and the other of Sandi McDermott, who really 
got into the theme of the day!  Can you guess who the “mystery person” is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of year again when we need to 
order our poinsettias, Christmas wreaths and 
greens.  You will find an order form in your 
family mailbox or on our website.  If you have 
any questions, please call the church office. 

 

 

Save the Date:  Our next Coffee House will be held on  
January 21st at  7:00pm (doors open at 6:30pm). 
Cost is $5.00 per person which includes refreshments.  
Babysitting is available upon request. 
Watch for the sign up sheet in the Narthex and more infor-
mation in the bulletins.   
Guest artists TBA shortly! 
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 Help St. Luke Lutheran Church When You’re 
Online!  
Try our  

www.iGive.com/St-Luke-Dix-Hills  Toolbar  

 
Why not help a good cause, every time you search the web or  

shop online? 
  

Raise a penny a search! Plus, a portion of each online purchase at 
700+ participating stores will benefit St. Luke Lutheran Church. 
It’s totally free and easier than ever, with the new iGive Toolbar! 
Please make free fundraising a part of your online routine: 

 Go to iGive.com logo banner at the bottom of our St. Luke Homepage 
and register and install the iGive Toolbar to start the process! 
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The past few months we have discussed a few Bible stories with the chil-
dren:  The Creation Story, Noah’s Ark, and Baby Moses. The children 
loved hearing these stories both in the classroom and in Chapel.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity for the preschool to be able to bring God’s word to 
the children and their families.  Of course, in December, we will be dis-
cussing the birth of our Lord and Savior with them, and the love that 

came down from Heaven in the form of a little baby. This will culminate with the chil-
dren presenting a program for their parents and family members.  They will tell the 
story of Jesus’ birth through songs they will be learning throughout the month of De-
cember.  We invite anyone to come to any of the programs if you can make it.  They 
will be held during the day on December 15th and 16th.   
 
In November, the children celebrated Thanksgiving with parties in their classrooms.  
They learned what it means to be thankful for what God has blessed us with and each 
class contributed a Thanksgiving Basket to be distributed to the needy in conjunction 
with St. Luke. 
 
In January, we will begin registration for the 2012-2013 School Year.  Beginning on 
January 23rd Priority Registration will be open to all church families and current school 
families.  On Feb. 6th registration will be open to the entire community.  We offer 
Mommy & Me Classes for ages 9 months to 18 months, Learn & Play Classes for 2 year 
olds, Preschool Classes for 3 year olds, and Pre-K Classes for 4 year olds.  If you have 
any questions, or would like to take a tour of the school, please call the school office at 
631-462-5216. 
 

We wish everyone a blessed 
Christmas and  
a Happy and Healthy New Year! 
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It’s not Thanksgiving without a feast!!! 

One of our happy Pilgrims. 

Mrs. Bruno & Mrs. Wade dressed for the 
occasion. 

We can always count on Pastor to be 
in the spirit of the season!!! 

Mrs. Richardson & Mrs. Sabatino 
with one of the many Thanksgiving 
Baskets collected for the needy. 
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Thank you to all who helped with the fall clean up and to the 
Men’s Ministry group who provided breakfast.  We had over 20 
people  who volunteered their time and help on that day! 

 

I’d like to thank everyone who helped in so many ways this past year with all the 
activities that the Evangelism Committee held.  It's been a busy and exciting year 
and without all the wonderful helping hands that contributed their time and tal-
ents, we could not have accomplished so much.  May we look forward to another 
good year in 2012.  God's Blessings be with all of us next year. 
 
Debbie Gnad 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 
 

Sunday, January 8th  at 9:30am will be the next Voter’s Meeting with election of church Coun-
cil Members and a report from the Property Committee on the work that has been done as well 
as the ongoing work. 

For some of these positions the incumbent is eligible to serve a second term, and for some posi-
tions, the incumbent has completed two terms. 
 
If you have someone to be considered for a position please notify Bill Fenty, Chairperson of the 
Nominating Committee at Wfenty@gmail.com. 
 
The following positions are up for election, and those who have accepted nominations as of  
November 22 are: 
 
President: Tom Lamendola 
Vice President: Butch Bergaglio 
Secretary: 
Board of Finance Chair: 
Board of Education Chair: Chris Geed 
Board of Worship Chair: Paul Elgert 
 
The Nominations Committee is made up of Bill Fenty and Sandi McDermott.  Please submit 
any names for nomination to either of these two people.  
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JOIN US FOR OUR EPIPHANY 
CELEBRATION 

ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 7TH AT 
7:00pm 

AT THE PARSONAGE 

It will be a great time of fellowship and 
refreshments.  Please check the bulletin 

and watch for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

The true meaning of Christmas 

A few years ago, my Christmas season centered on the arrival of a baby — our second child, 
due December 23. Exhausted with pregnancy, I skipped out on holiday gatherings, did less 
decorating and baking than usual, didn’t send cards and didn’t plan a holiday dinner, assuming 
— correctly, it turned out — I’d be in the hospital then.  
 
It was a strangely quiet Christmas season, with our focus on the impending arrival. But once our 
baby was born, in the last hour of Christmas Day, all the missed parties, caroling, cookie-
indulging and even present-opening paled in comparison. All that truly mattered was God’s gift 
to our family of this one very special baby.  
 
Isn’t this how Christmas should always be? Seasonal activities are 
fun, but they hold meaning only if they deepen our focus on the 
coming of one very special Baby — the Christ-Child. Hold him in 
your heart this season, as I held my newborn that Christmas night. If 
the hustle and bustle distracts you from the Baby, put an end to it. If 
traditional activities prove more stressful than joyous, consider what 
you can let go of to embrace the true meaning of Christmas — the 
birth of Jesus, God’s gift of love.  
—Heidi Mann   *Taken from The Newsletter Newsletter © 1996-
2011 CRI™.  
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