St. Luke Lutheran Church

“The Tidings”
“’ﬁis will be a sign for you:
n ; Rev. Charles Froehlich - Pastor
you willfind a child Phone: 631-499-8656
wrapped in bands of cloth Fax: 631-462-6496
o , Preschool 631-462-5216
and lying in a manger. Website: st-luke-lutheran.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:15AM
Traditional Worship w/Holy Communion
10:45AM
1st & 4th Sundays - Traditional Worship
w/Holy Communion
2nd Sunday - Family Worship w/Holy Communion

Luke 2:12, NRSV

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30AM

3rd Sunday - Contemporary Worship w/Holy Communi
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PASTOR’'S PONDERINGS

Dear Children of God,

“And that is what we are” according to St Johnistfletter. Are you prepared to begin the jg

for special worship to offer our lives to the onlkongave His life for us.

One of my favorite Christmas Carols is “Hark thedlé Angels Sing” and the very first verse
sets the tone for what this season and celebratiahabout. It is about God reconciling us t
Himself, God reaching out in love to seek and teeass all. Amidst all that we will do for the
next month it is really important that we take timee to consider this greatest gift which we
have received in the child of Bethlehem. “God amher reconciled”, by God'’s pre-emptive

burden of sin and death.

in relationships | am reminded of how awesome Gadtsn of reconciliation really is. Too
often | think we take this great gift for grantettidail to see the price that was paid to comp

birth that we were reconciled, but in His sufferidgath and resurrection.

How incredible it is that God saw that much valueis and loved us so much that He was w
ing to sacrifice His one and only Son'’s life sottive might have life and have it abundantly.

As we make this journey to Bethlehem let us taketiogether in worship through Word and
Sacrament, prayer, and meditation to prepare ferfé¢fast of the Incarnation. Join us for our
Midweek Advent Experiences on Wednesday evenings3at as well as our regular Sunday
morning celebrations as we lead up to our festealices on Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day.

I look forward to greeting you at these specialifpgatherings
as we celebrate being children of God, “And thatlsit we
are.”

Peace and Love,

Charles W. Froehlich
Pastor

ney to Bethlehem again? On Sunday, NovembBr&g will begin a new church year with the
Season of Advent. It's a time of preparation tigtoprayer, meditation, and gathering together

3%

(@)

When | think about how hard it is in this worldhave people reconcile and make things right

the reconciling act. The Child of Bethlehem is @t&ist of the cross, for it was not only in His

ur-

action of putting on the flesh and humbling Himd®ding born as a child to rescue us from the

lete
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES

Prepare your heart for Christmas by joining for each
of these special evenings:
Advent Experiences
Wednesdays at 7:30pm

November 30ththe South Shore Brass will lead us in a musicé&ctbn in our prepa
ration for Christmas. This is the group that plagsEaster Sunday each year.

December 7ththe Strings Group from Long Island Lutheran Higm&a will lead us
in a reflective evening of worship to prepare oeaits for the birth of the Savior.

December 14thwe will have a special service of lessons and
carols with soloists from the congregation as weppre to
welcome the Savior.

Our final Advent experience will be dhecember 21sat6:30 pm,when we will visit
the residents at Sunrise Assisted Living (on Degk Rvenue across from Vanderbi
School) and sing carols for them.

Christmas Eve Christmas Day

5:00pm Family Service 10:00am w/Holy Comnmuon

7:00pm Candlelight
w/Holy Communion

9:00pm Candlelight
w/Holy Communion

New Year's Eve
5:00pm w/Holy Communion
Jan 1 - New Year’s Day
10:00am w/ Holy Communion

It
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Christmas and New Year greetings to you!

It is a joy to work with so many special young pleognd families here at St. Luke.
There are so many talented youth and giving voknstéhat make this church what it is.

We have a variety of fun activities coming up faiskof all ages to get involved with.
On December & our youth will be baking cookies to send to theps This is a fun day that
we have been doing for several years now. Hopeayewble to make it! Then @ecember
4™ we will host our annual Sights, Sounds, and SnaélBhristmas. It's such a nice kick-off
to the Christmas season.

On December 18 we will take some of our youth to Resurrection lardn Church in Garden
City for a joint Game Night! OBecember 22%, we will head over to Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Centereach for their annual Christmasd@arDetails will follow soon about these
dates.

The weekend alanuary 6" we will be bringing some of our Confirmation youtha “Youth
Quake” held at a hotel in Baltimore, Maryland. ‘0t Quakes” are fun weekends where kids
from all over the country get together to meet aatbler, play games, and grow in their faith.

November 2% — 30", a small group of adults went to Cairo, NY tophaésist with the rebuild
ing efforts due to the flooding from the hurricarteven though it is out of the national spot-
light, there is much work to be done. Many peaptestill in temporary housing, as they wa
for their homes to be rebuilt. Itis a joy to hekople in their time of need. We will look to
schedule future trips to help the same peopley Biaed...

—

We continue to have our high school youth meetyegérer Sunday night for what we call,
“The Shire”. It's a two hour block of fun gamesywersations, and spiritual talks. Keep your
eyes on the calendar for these dates, and kids.vatgthing you can to be there!

We also continue our weekly Pool and Game Night$lmwrsdays. A special thanks to Al

Guerra for all his help with those nights. As teather turns cold, we will move our every
other Friday night “Pits” indoors to have game mgghKids, that means Sardines, and Catar
Watch the calendar for those dates.

I look forward to worshiping, serving, and doinfglwith all of you here at St. Luke.

In Christ,
Jim Dorner
Youth and Family Minister




Mountain Top

In our lives I like to think we all have had somedof “mountain top experience”. In
the secular world, | would think, this would beegling of satisfaction with ones self and a feel-
ing that they are on top of the world made posdiléheir own ambition. On the spiritual side
of the ‘mountain top experience” one would havedberwhelming feeling of the presence of
the creator of all that is seen and unseen. lpiriual experiences one would possibly want
to share with others how close they feel to Goldaw they feel his presence. The sharing of
this experience is a strong witness of how Chsistarking in one’s life. To go a step further,
the sharing of how Christ works in our lives tglsople of our relationship with God and our
Savior.

To look at the other side of the coin, we can rBdihgs 18. The main people in
1Kings 18 are Elijah, Ahab and Jezebel. At tmsetisrael has turned to worship an idol, Baal.
Elijah puts the followers of Baal to the test oniMbCarmel. The contest Elijah proposes is in
1Kings 18:16-46 (please read). Prior to the carfidsings 18:21), Elijah ask§'How long
will you waver between two opinions? If the LORG @&, follow him; but if Baal is God, fol-
low him.” But the people said nothingWhat struck me is, “the people said nothing”.isTh
Mount Carmel “mountain top experience” is not thyeet of experience | think we would be
proud of. This response is not the response Jagain Joshua 24:18ut if serving the
LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose folsgtuas this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your forefathers served beyon®iber, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are living. But as for me and myskbold, we will serve the LORD.”

This may be a long prelude, but | wanted to catttze two different experiences and
ask, which one are you more familiar with? Howm®respond to God’s numerous blessings?
Do we consider the birth of Christ this month sdm®g to share or is it just another holiday
season where Christ is kept quiet, tucked awaypireaent that is not opened? In the hymn,
“Hark the Herald Angefswve have several reasons to praise, share anchéxpa kingdom of
our risen Lord. We have(od and sinner reconciléd‘Born that no more may diand “Born
to give us second birth So, as we continue our faith journey during Advent and Christmas
Season, and look forward to the coming year, | prayall have the mountain top experience of
a growing relationship with Christ and we are pregdao say, as for me | will serve the Lord

Deacon Brad Page




“The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.”
—NMartin Luther

SUNDAYS AT 9:30AM

Led by Pastor Froehlich
We will be completing the study on Romans and thidinbe studying the Chronology
of the Scriptures during the weeks leading up tagbhas. In January we will begin
study of the Biblical timeline and how the eventtshe Bible fit into secular history.

MONDAYS AT 7:30PM (when Confirmation Class Meets)
Led By: Pastor Froehlich
At this study, we discuss what the Confirmatiordstus are learning

TUESDAY, (2nd & 4th) at 7:30pm, Led By: Denise Ciauiatti
A book discussion of “The Jesus | Never Knew” veritioy Philip Yancey

TUESDAY, LWML Women'’s Bible Study - 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 6:30pm Led By: Denise Norman
A women'’s Bible study using the Bible studies frime Lutheran Women’s Quarterl
All women are welcomed!! You aren't committedamjus for every study.

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30AM Led By: Pastor Froehlich
The Wednesday morning study is concentrating o.étiers of St. Paul

1ST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH at 8:00am Men’s Ministry Study

Join us as we grow together in our faith and we ~the
help one another in our understanding of our SV!F%BD
spiritual journey. SPIRIT
which is thc’
WORD o GOD.

—presians 6:17




r ON DECEMBER 4th, 2011
| Sights, Sounds & Smells 12:00 TO 2:00PM

g W7 of Christmas JOIN IN THE FUN FOR THE WHOLE
— FAMILY:

WATCH CHOCOLATE PASTRY FIGURES
BEING MADE FOR YOU TO EAT.

MAKE AN ANGEL ORNAMENT FOR YOUR TREE.
WRITE A LETTER TO MILITARY PERSONNEL.
GO ON LONG ISLAND’S ONLY COOKIE WALK.
ENJOY SOME DELICIOUS FOOD FOR LUNCH (FREE-WILL DONA TION).
JOIN IN BIBLE JEOPARDY & OTHER GAMES.
ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN THROUGHOUT THE DAY.
SHOP AT ALL THE DIFFERENT TABLES FOR THOSE ONE OF
A KIND CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

It takes many hands to make our Sights, SoundsSaredls of Christmas Fair run smoothly.
We need help with the craftaking table, set up and clean up, food donatiang,all
around assistance in various areas. If you ardadlaito help in any of these capaciti
please contact Sandi McDermott or Lisa Wenz foremoformation.

We would also love to have more of the wonderfuldraade
items that were donated in the past and to add new
items to the Boutique Table. These are a big Hdt@aople
enjoy being able to buy hand-made items to givgifés If you would like to donate o
have any questions, please contact Debbie Grigu a
sygl@verizon.net or

631-665-3383.

r
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ST. LUKE SAINTS WALL PLAQUES: We are moving ahead with the plagues for the SteLu
Saints Wall and after the first of the year we pilit in our next order for the plaques to be caste
names on the plaque can be of members or formebemnand their families both living and those who
have died. We will have a special section on thé# for those who were the charter members of the ¢
gregation in 1963. Forms to order the plaquesheafound on the literature table in the churchmothe
church website. We will have a dedication of thadlwwn the spring of the 2012 during the Easteseaa
The cost for the engraved plaque is $200.

The Simply Giving Progranendorsedby Thrivent Financial Bank...
an option available toeveryone atSt. Luke!

For years now our church has offefBlde Simply Giving Progran{an
electronic donation system) available to the memloérSt. Luke who
have chosen to pledge their offerings through dmemrogram. There are many benefits and
conveniences that you may not have considered um giits to the Lord, which the Finance
Committee would like to share with you.

The on-line giving program at St. Luke is managg&bnco Services The registration is sim-
ple and requires the set-up of a password andrthespn of banking or charge card informa-
tion to get you started in this program. You setee amount, frequency and type of donati
you are making — whether it is for the General @peg, Building Fund, Missions Fund, Shares
for Shared Ministries or Youth Fund! Once the artds established, you are able to change
any of the options originally selected for your@act. The frequency of the offerings dictates
the amount of transaction fees that are charged fh@ contributions made. In other words, if
you would like the amount to come out of your baeskount once a month for the total of your
monthly pledge, you may calculate that and pickdae of the month that works best for you.
With only one transaction versus the approximate fio one month’s time — you will be able to
minimize the fees that are charged by Vanco Sesvacel more money will be credited to |St.
Luke’s bank account. Your pledge may be made loygus charge card accepted by Vanco as

well, which will mean an additional handling cham@gsessed on top of the transaction fee, but
still a convenience that you may not have thought o
If you would like to consider this option in therddions pledged to St. Luke, and would like

more information, feel free to contact our Treasu@hristine Lamendola, our Financial Secre-
tary, Joanne Adam, or the Chair of Finance, Rhdvidaerole. This convenience will avoid
remembering to write a check each week and widivalfor that summer vacation or Sunday
away due to inclement weather without your donatieimg missed too!

The improved cash flow for St. Luke will allow us meet our obligations throughout the year
in the most efficient manner, while also being abl&eep up all of our good works in the Min-

istry of our Lord here at St. Luke, which is so prant to each of us and the strong foundation
on which we have built our Congregation.




Everyone had a great time at the Youth HalloweeatyPld in October. Below are
two pictures, one of a “mystery person” and theeotif Sandi McDermott, who really
got into the theme of the day! Can you guess Wkd'ihystery person” is?

10/28/2011

e L
g

It's that time of year again when we need to
/\/\ order our poinsettias, Christmas wreaths and
{7 greens. You will find an order form in your
v family mailbox or on our website. If you have
any questions, please call the church office.

Save the Date:Our next Coffee House will be held on
January 21st at 7:00pm (doors open at 6:30pm).
Cost is $5.00 per person which includes refreshsaent Candlewood
Babysitting is available upon request. Christian
Watch for the sign up sheet in the Narthex and nroce- Coffee House
mation in the bulletins.
Guest artists TBA shortly!
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Help St. Luke Lutheran Church When You're

Online!
Try our
Toolbar
Rl money every tm you Shop & donate up to 26% Save 2ome green while you
search, with | SearchiGive.com of gach purchase at 700+ givel Money-saving
bt into your web bronwser! store I the (e nefwark. CAphR R A Rs e
8 Lands' Eno-wecom e smoppers- windaws ntemet Explorer oE R
UU - Im itpfi i landsend.com/ ';*r‘ X |||Sw:h|G|'r: o
Give J v ierchiGive | (7] Donation Enabled | @ Harmony House for Cate $6204.46 | (5 Coupons | [} +
J i g \ 1
W % | [ Lands'End - Welcome iGive Shoppers Bov B)ov o hager GToke
. A Track the total funds raised
{-click accesa to your irhe;earcn nGptmné ml for your cauge through Facebaak" &t your
iCive.com account " Bl earc; o i5earchitive & iGive.com fingertips + quick inks to
i our app nd fan page.

and mugh more,

Why not help a good cause, every time you seartie web or
shop online?

Raise a penny a search! Plus, a portion of eacheoplirchase at
700+ participating stores will benefit St. Luke hatan Church
It's totally free and easier than ever, with thevn&ive Toolbar!
Please make fredundraising a part of your online routine:
Go to iGive.com logo banner at the bottom of ourtSLuke Homepage
and register and install the iGive Toolbar to startthe process!




f.ff@‘ﬁ\ The past few months we have discussed a few Bibiees with the chil-
N~ dren: The Creation Story, Noah's Ark, and Baby BtosThe children

wonderful opportunity for the preschool to be abléring God’s word to
Ay the children and their families. Of course, in Baber, we will be dis-
cussing the birth of our Lord and Savior with themg the love that
came down from Heaven in the form of a little bablyis will culminate with the chil-
dren presenting a program for their parents andlyamembers. They will tell the
story of Jesus’ birth through songs they will barteng throughout the month of De-
cember. We invite anyone to come to any of thganms if you can make it. They
will be held during the day on December 15th anith16

In November, the children celebrated Thanksgivini warties in their classrooms.
They learned what it means to be thankful for wkatl has blessed us with and each
class contributed a Thanksgiving Basket to beibisted to the needy in conjunction
with St. Luke.

In January, we will begin registration for the 26A@13 School Year. Beginning on
January 23rd Priority Registration will be operatochurch families and current school
families. On Feb. 6th registration will be opertlie entire community. We offer
Mommy & Me Classes for ages 9 months to 18 moritearn & Play Classes for 2 year
olds, Preschool Classes for 3 year olds, and Rtdakses for 4 year olds. If you have
any questions, or would like to take a tour of $bbkool, please call the school office at
631-462-5216.

11%

We wish everyone a blessed
Christmas and
a Happy and Healthy New Year!




It's not Thanksgiving without a feast!!!

Mrs. Bruno & Mrs. Wade dressed for the
occasion.

We can always count on Pastor to
in the spirit of the season!!!

Mrs. Richardson & Mrs. Sabatino
with one of the many Thanksgiving
Baskets collected for the needy.

be
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Thank you to all who helped with the fall clean upand to the
Men’s Ministry group who provided breakfast. We had over 20
people who volunteered their time and help on thaday!

I'd like to thank everyone who helped in so many wys this past year with all the
activities that the Evangelism Committee held. Is been a busy and exciting year
and without all the wonderful helping hands that catributed their time and tal-
ents, we could not have accomplished so much. Mese look forward to another
good year in 2012. God's Blessings be with all o next year.

Debbie Gnad

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS
Sunday, January 8th at 9:30am will be the nexeWetMeeting with election of church Coun

as the ongoing work

For some of these positions the incumbent is dédibb serve a second term, and for some p
tions, the incumbent has completed two terms.

If you have someone to be considered for a posftiease notify Bill Fenty, Chairperson of tk
Nominating Committee at Wfenty@gmail.com.

The following positions are up for election, andge who have accepted nominations as of
November 22 are:

President: Tom Lamendola

Vice President: Butch Bergaglio
Secretary:

Board of Finance Chair:

Board of Education Chair: Chris Geed
Board of Worship Chair: Paul Elgert

The Nominations Committee is made up of Bill Fesutyl Sandi McDermott. Please submit
any names for nomination to either of these twqpeo

cil Members and a report from the Property Commitia the work that has been done as we

12
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JOIN US FOR OUR EPIPHANY
CELEBRATION

ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 7TH AT
7:00pm
AT THE PARSONAGE
It will be a great time of fellowship and

refreshments. Please check the bulleti
and watch for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

n

The true meaning of Christmas

A few years ago, my Christmas season centeredeoartival of a baby — our second child,
due December 23. Exhausted with pregnancy, | skippe on holiday gatherings, did less
decorating and baking than usual, didn’t send candisdidn’t plan a holiday dinner, assumin
— correctly, it turned out — I'd be in the hospitaén.

It was a strangely quiet Christmas season, witHaaus on the impending arrival. But once
baby was born, in the last hour of Christmas Ddyha missed parties, caroling, cookie-
indulging and even present-opening paled in corapariAll that truly mattered was God’s gi
to our family of this one very special baby.

Isn’t this how Christmas should always be? Seasactalities are
fun, but they hold meaning only if they deepenfogus on the
coming of one very special Baby — the Christ-Chifidld him in
your heart this season, as | held my newborn thastnas night. If
the hustle and bustle distracts you from the Babyan end to it. If
traditional activities prove more stressful thaygos, consider what
you can let go of to embrace the true meaning ois€has — the
birth of Jesus, God'’s gift of love.

—Heidi Mann *Taken from The Newsletter Newsletter © 1996-
2011 CRI™,

our

ft




15




16




