
Dear St. Luke Families: 

   Itôs a most wonderful time of the year! 

Mrs. von Thaden and I recently celebrated 

our first anniversary of working at the pre-

school. Every day, we are reminded of 

what a special place it is. The beautiful 

building and developmentally appropriate 

curriculum are important, but those attrib-

utes are only the beginning. Kindness and 

caring characterize the atmosphere 

throughout the school, from the pastor 

through the director, secretaries, teachers, 

custodian and support people. It is won-

derful to see! 

It is hard to believe that 2011 is end-

ing. I  am enjoying getting to know the 

children and families at the preschool. 

I look forward to continuing that pro-

cessðplease stop by the office any 

time! 

Godôs blessings to you and your fami-

lies at Christmas and in the new     

year ð 

 

  Regina  

Transforming lives through Christ  

St. Luke Christmas Celebrations 

All of our St. Luke Pre-

school families are invited 

to the Christmas celebra-

tions held by each class.  

Please remember to drop 

your child off in the class-

room 15 minutes before 

the beginning of the cele-

bration. Parents and guests 

will proceed to the church 

while the children get 

ready. 

The schedule is listed be-

low. 

Thursday, December 8 

Mrs. Renaldoôs Preschool 

class will have their celebra-

tion  at 11:00 in the church. 

Thursday, December 15 

Children in Mrs. Weiss-

manôs T/Th Learn & Play 

will arrive at 9:15. Their 

celebration will be in the 

classroom at 9:30. 

Friday, December 16 

Mrs. Weissmanôs Learn & 

Play celebration will be at 

9:30 and Mrs. Leoôs at 

12:45, both  in Room 201. 

Mrs. Richardsonôs Pre-

school celebration will be 

at 11:00 and Mrs. Wadeôs 

at 11:45. 

Mrs. Heldbergôs Pre-K 

celebration will be at 9:30 

and Mrs. Rogenerôs at 

10:15. 

The programs will be fol-

lowed by celebrations in the 

classrooms. Refreshments 

will be served.  

Please help:  
Make sure all your contact info ñ 

phone numbers and email ad-

dresses ñ are current so that we 

will be able to reach you if there is 

an emergency or a school closing. 

Thank you! 
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December 2011 

Never worry about the size of 
your Christmas tree. In the 
eyes of children, they are all 
thirty feet tall.   Larry Wilde  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas vacation will begin   

December 19. Classes resume 

Tuesday,  January 3.  
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school community to join us for 

special Christmas wor-

ship at St. Luke. 

On Sunday, December 

18, there will be the 

Childrenôs Christmas 

Pageant at 10:45 a.m. 

On Christmas Eve, at 5 p.m. there 

are carols and lessons. At 7 and 9 

p.m., there will be a Candlelight 

Holy Communion Service with the 

choir. On Christmas 

Day, worship is at 10 

a.m. 

God sent his only 

Son to live among us 

and deliver his mes-

sage of love. I wish you love, 

peace, and joy in the Savior, 

Charles W. Froehlich, Pastor 

I  join with all of our teachers and 

staff in wishing to you, our Pre-

school families, a very blessed 

Christmas and a New Year filled 

with Godôs blessings.  It is truly a 

joy for me to watch your children  

and to see the excitement in their 

faces as they learn and grow, espe-

cially at this special time of the 

year. We invite the members of our 

Thoughts from Pastor Froehlich  

Give a Great Book for Christmas! 

 

We invite you to join us  at 

St. Luke Church to 

celebrate  Christmas. 

 
CHRISTMAS WAVES A MAGIC WAND OVER THIS WORLD,  AND BEHOLD,  EVERYTHING IS SOFTER AND MORE 

In chapel this month, the children 

heard the story of the birth of Jesus. 

In Chapel and in the classroom this 

month, the children hear the Bible 

story of the birth of Jesus. The chil-

dren love hearing about the birth of a 

baby and they are interested and con-

cerned when they learn that Jesusô 

family was poor and He was born in a 

stable. Some of the important figures 

ðJesusô mother and father, for exam-

ple ðare more familiar than others. 

You can be sure that all the St. Luke 

children will know the meaning of the 

word ñshepherdò before Christmas! 

Our curriculum this month for L&P 

and Preschool classes is about friend-

ship and Pre-K is studying music. The 

teachers have brought the story of the 

birth of Jesus into the work they are 

doing in 

the class-

room. 

Depend-

ing on 

your 

childôs 

class, you 

may hear 

about  the 

kind inn-

keeper 

who gave 

Mary and 

Joseph a place to sleep or about the 

star which led the Wise Men to Beth-

lehem ð or both! 

You will see more of what the chil-

dren are exploring and creating this 

month when we have our Christmas 

celebrations. This is a wonderful day 

that has a special place in St. Luke tra-

dition. Please plan to join us for the 

program and the party that will be held 

in the classroom afterwards. Everyone 

is welcome. 

At St. Luke, songs such as, ñGet Ready 

for the Babyò and discussions about 

what we can do for others take prece-

dence over the commercialized Christ-

mas that surrounds us. Please build on 

these lessons at home. You will be de-

lighted with your childôs understanding 

of the message of Godôs love shared 

with us at Christmas time.  

The Birth of Jesus - Bible Story of the Month  

op childrenôs critical thinking skills, 

imagination and vocabulary and offer 

benefits not available through digital 

media. 
 

When you look for a book for your 

child, choose something appropriate for 

his or her age. Donôt rush to tackle 

chapter books with preschool children! 

One of my favorites is the classic story 

The Mitten by Jan Brett, available in 

paperback, hardcover and as  a board 

book. When a little boy loses his mit-

Picture books are wonderful Christmas 

gifts for children -- especially if they 

are read and talked about with parents 

or oth-

er fam-

ily 

mem-

bers.  

Picture 

books 

help 

devel-

ten, the forest animals arenôt sure what 

to make of it. Because the mitten is 

warm, they crawl inside one by one. The 

story is exciting! It offers opportunities 

for lots of discussion, dramatic play, 

prediction, animal identification and 

plenty of suspense. The illustrations are 

beautiful. 
 

Your childôs teacher, a librarian or 

bookseller can help you choose a book 

that will be perfect for your child. You 

will be glad you did! 
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Having a nativity scene at home is 

a wonderful way for children to re-

enact the story of Christmas and 

become familiar with it. 



DECEMBER 2011 

All families of children attend-

ing St. Luke Preschool and Early 

Childhood Center are invited to 

a special program that will be 

fun for the whole family: Sights, 

Sounds and Smells of Christmas. 

This special program will be on 

Sunday, December 4, from 

12:00 until 3:00 pm in the 

school building. 

You will be able to watch choco-

late pastry figures being made 

for you. You can make your own 

angel ornament to hang on your 

tree at home. You can purchase a 

container and fill it with your 

choice of  baked goods on the St. 

Luke ñCookie Walk.ò  You can 

brighten the holidays for a mem-

ber of the Armed Forces by writ-

ing a letter that will be mailed to 

him or her. Everyone can enjoy 

shopping for one-of-a-kind  

Christmas gifts. The Sights, 

Sounds and Smells of Christmas 

program is a great way to start 

the holiday season. 

Please plan to enjoy the Sights, 

Sounds and Smells of Christmas 

at St. Luke on December 4! 

Long Island parks. You can search by zip 

code or by other criteria such as stroller 

accessibility. Photos and features as well 

as directions to all the parks are included. 

A walk through a wooded area with bare 

trees or by a frozen lake is very different 

than it was in spring or summer. Some 

parks offer cross-country skiing or snow-

shoeing experiences. Children can begin 

ice skating as soon as they can walk stead-

ily. Some parks even allow you to bring 

Everyone benefits from fresh air. It can 

be all too easy to make your TV set  auto-

matic recreation when it is cold outside, 

but there is a lot to enjoy outside in the 

winter. Just make sure that you are 

dressed appropriately and there is no 

reason not to go outside every day. 

Long Island has beautiful parks and na-

ture preserves. The Early Years Institute 

Web site  (eyi.org) has a new Pick-A-

Park feature that has information on 700 

your family 

dog along for 

a walk!  If 

you can get 

your family  

into the out-

door play 

habit, you 

will all bene-

fit. Donôt 

forget your 

camera! 
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Sights, Sounds and Smells of Christmas 2011 

Winter Wonderland  

Sights, Sounds and Smells of Christmas will be held 
this year on December 4. Donõt miss this special 
day that is fun for the whole family! 

There is no bad weather, only 

bad clothes.ó   --Swedish saying 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration for 2012  

Registration for the 2012-2013 school year, will begin at the end of 

January.  Families of current students are given preference  

when they  register.  

You will receive more information after our Christmas break! 

Most of the families with children in 

St. Luke Preschool heard about the 

school from neighbors and relatives. 

We would like to get some reviews  on 

Web sites for people who are new to 

the area or are doing research online. 

Please help us out by reviewing our 

school on : greatschools.org; man-

ta.com; yelp.com;; yellowpages.com; 

google.com (maps); localeze.com  and 

manta.com.  

Thank you! 



Tie a piece of white string around the top of 

one "spoke" and loop it around the remain-

ing ones. Tie one end of another piece of 

string, about 5 or 6 inches long, to the top 

of a spoke and the other end to the middle 

of a pencil. You will use this to hang the 

snowflake. 

Pour boiling water (this step is for Mom or 

Dad) into a wide-mouth jar, pitcher or vase. 

Stir borax (such as 20 Mule Team Borax 

Laundry Booster) by the 

tablespoon into the water, 

using about three table-

spoons per cup of water, 

until it dissolves. Keep add-

ing borax until no more can 

dissolve. For colored snowflakes, add food 

coloring to the water. 

Drop your snowflake into the water, letting 

the pencil rest on the mouth of the jar so the 

snowflake is suspended in the borax solu-

tion without touching the bottom of the jar. 

The snowflake should be completely cov-

ered with the water. Let it sit overnight. 

By morning the borax will have crystallized 

onto the chenille frame, transformed into a 

sparkling snowflake. Hang it in 

a window where the sunlight 

can dance on the crystals or on 

your Christmas tree. 

This project is from: examiner.com 

These snowflakes never melt! If you and 

your child make this in the evening before 

bed, you will have a magical surprise to 

wake up to 

in the morn-

ing. 

To make this 

snowflake,  

cut a white 

pipe cleaner 

into three 

pieces. Twist 

or tie them 

together in 

the center 

then spread the pieces out like spokes on a 

wheel as in the illustration.. 

Children whose parents are involved in 

their education are more successful 

students. The most important way you 

can support your childôs education is 

by providing an enriched home envi-

ronment. After that, staying in touch 

with your childôs teacher is important. 

Most parents at our school do both of 

these things already.  

You can build on to your support by 

participation in your childôs school. 

The Parent Advisory Committee is now 

meeting  monthly with one day and one 

evening  time so more parents will be 

able to attend. 

What is ac-

complished 

at these 

meetings? A 

great deal! 

At our first 

meeting, we 

talked about 

parents help-

ing out in the 

classroom, 

holding a parent education workshop 

and recruiting new students.  

We also discussed fundraising for the 

school, considering which possibilities 

were more appealing and when these 

A Craft for Kids: Make a Real Crystal Snowflake 

Parent Advisory Committee 

Money Matters from Laura Werner  

A science lesson with a 

beautiful result! 

 
CHRISTMAS WAVES A MAGIC WAND OVER THIS WORLD,  AND BEHOLD,  EVERYTHING IS SOFTER AND MORE 

Parent  involvement  helps 

schools improve and students 

succeed. 

School Photo 

Retake Day 

December  

9 
 

Photos taken 

from       

11:00ñ1:00 
 

Call or stop by the office and let 

us know if your child is having 

his/her photo taken 

If you are using the two or ten-payment 

plan, your second payment is due on Jan-

uary 2nd when we return to 

school. We appreciate your prompt 

payments; they help us serve you 

and your children. 

If you have any question or need a 

printout for your taxes or FSA, 

please stop in and see me in the 

church office. 

I wish you a joyous Christmas 

filled with Godôs blessings. 

It is always  a pleasure to get to know 

the families at St. Luke. I appreciate 

your reading this update from 

the preschool office. 

Please plan to settle any out-

standing balances by Decem-

ber 9. We give every family a 

year-end statement in January 

and it is important that we 

include your last payment of 

the year. This is a good time 

to settle any outstanding 

balances. 

Year-end statements are deliv-
ered  to every family in January. 
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should be scheduled. The parents are 

pleased to be invited into the classroom 

as ñmystery readersò or to tell the chil-

dren about their occupation. They appre-

ciate receiving this newsletter every 

month and were happy about the email 

notifications and reminders. 

The more parents who are involved in 

these discussions, the more benefits the 

school receives. Your input helps us 

serve you better. You are welcome to 

come to any of these meetings. If you are 

not able to attend, please stop by the 

school office and take a look at the agen-

da. You can then discuss your ideas  in 

person or email them to the director. 


