
   

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 
 “The Tidings” 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
8:15AM  

Traditional Worship w/Holy Communion 
  10:45AM 

1st & 4th Sundays  -  Traditional Worship  
w/Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday  -  Family Worship w/Holy Communion 
3rd Sunday  -  Contemporary Worship w/Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  -  9:30AM 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Sundays at 9:30am  

Mondays at 7:30pm (Whenever Confirmation Class Is Held) 

Women’s Bible Study in the Education Bldg.  
on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 6:00pm.  TUESDAY, 

Tuesdays at 7:30pm,  
A book discussion of “The Jesus I Never Knew” 

written by Philip Yancey 
Wednesdays at 10:00am  
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Rev. Charles Froehlich - Pastor  
Phone:  631-499-8656 
Fax:  631-462-6496 

Preschool 631-462-5216 
Website: st-luke-lutheran.org 
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                   PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

Dear Followers of the Lord, 

As we wend our way through the winter we are already beginning to see some signs of the 
spring and new life as the buds are forming on the trees, and the daylight is getting longer which 
leads to a sense of hope and expectation.  Those are two words that usually are linked to the 
Season of Advent as we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  However, they are also 
words that can be linked to the Lenten Season in the church year.  For Lent leads us to a time of 
hope and expectation as we walk with our Lord toward the entry into Jerusalem, then to the Up-
per Room, to the cross at Calvary and finally to the empty tomb.  We know the story so well, 
but do we see it in terms of hope and expectation for our lives now and for eternity. 
This year we will make our way through the season as we consider what it means to be a 
“Consecrated Steward.”  Special plans for this journey are being made and it will result in spe-
cial Bible Studies as well as a celebration worship service and luncheon on March 25th. You will 
hear much more about this but as we begin Lent on Ash Wednesday on February 22nd with spe-
cial services at 5:30 & 7:30pm, I have great hope and expectation that you will join us in the 
journey. The focus is on how we can each use our special gifts and talents to further the King-
dom of God.  To faithfully serve our Lord who has faithfully served us we need all of our mem-
bers and friends to be a part of the ongoing life of the congregation. 
 
The remainder of our Midweek Lenten journeys will take on a little different look this year as 
we will have worship at 5:30pm each Wednesday beginning February 29th followed by a soup 
supper and then Bible Study.  We are asking people to make the soups and/or bring other items 
for the meal.  A sign-up sheet has already been put up for people to volunteer.  Our theme for 
the midweek services will be “You Shall Love the Lord Your God.” 
 
With great hope and expectation I look forward to greeting you each week at the Table of the 
Lord as we gather as the children of God to feast on His Word and Sacrament.  For those of you 
who have absented yourselves from our family gatherings now is the time to come and join us 
again.  The Lord, and we at St. Luke, welcome you with arms wide open. 
 

Peace and Love, 

Charles W. Froehlich, Pastor 
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For some years now I have read through the Bible twice every year. If you picture the Bi-
ble to be a mighty tree and every word a little branch, I have shaken every one of these 

branches because I wanted to know what it was and what it meant.  
—Martin Luther  

 
 

SUNDAYS AT 9:30AM 
Led by Pastor Froehlich 

“The Bible In Time” a Biblical timeline and how the events of the Bible  
fit into secular history. 

 
MONDAYS AT 7:30PM (when Confirmation Class Meets)  

Led By: Pastor Froehlich 
At this study, we discuss what the Confirmation students are learning 

 
TUESDAY, (2nd & 4th) at 7:30pm, Led By: Denise Cianciatti 

A book discussion of “The Jesus I Never Knew” written by Philip Yancey 
 

TUESDAY, LWML Women’s Bible Study - 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month  
at 6:30pm Led By: Denise Norman 

A women’s Bible study using the Bible studies from the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly 
All women are welcomed!!  You aren't committed to join us for every study.   

 
WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30AM Led By: Pastor Froehlich 

The Wednesday morning study is concentrating on the “Pastoral Letters of St. Paul” 

1ST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH  at 8:00am Men’s Ministry Study  -  
“Courageous Men of Faith” 

 

Join us as we grow together in our faith and we help one an-
other in our  

understanding of our spiritual journey.  
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New Years Greetings in Our Lord! 
 
Over the Christmas Season, our youth had many opportunities to give of themselves.  They 
baked cookies for our troops, sang Christmas songs at Sunrise Assisted Living, and showcased 
their talents at the Christmas Pageant.  The giving nature of not only our church, but our youth, 
make St. Luke a very special place.   
  
The first weekend in January a handful of our teens traveled to Baltimore for a Youth Quake 
event.  “Quakes” are geared to engage the youth at their level and help to challenge them in their 
faith.  There were speakers, a band, and plenty of workshops.  If you get an opportunity ask one 
of them to sing you the song they made up along the way, “In The Van”! 
  
Each month in the New Year, we will have one to two “Half-Nights”, where our kids can come 
to the church and play games all night with friends.  Every Thursday we open up the basement 
and shoot pool for two hours with the youth and some of their friends.   These times have been 
great for building church friendships.  Our church is unique in that we pull from over a dozen 
school districts.  This makes time spent at church, some of the only time our kids see each 
other.  It is neat to hear kids talk about their school friends, and then their church friends.   
  
This summer our youth will travel to Rochester , NY for a Group Work Camp mission trip.  We 
will spend the second week in July helping many of the local people do minor repairs on their 
homes. 
Sometimes, even just a fresh coat of paint can make people feel great about their homes.  I am 
especially looking forward to this trip as it will give the kids the opportunity to serve others for 
a for a whole week. These type of experiences help our youth to foster a service-minded attitude 
as they grow into adults.  Throughout the next few months we will do several fundraisers to help 
bring the cost down for each teen.  If you would like to be involved in any way, please speak to 
me.   
  
Thanks for all the prayers and support our Youth program receives. 
 
In Christ 
Jim Dorner 
Youth and Family Minister 
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SHINE YOUR LIGHT 

Well, here we are February, 2012.  Wow!  I can still remember the Christmas music being 
played on the car radio to and from work, as well as the music being heard in all the stores and 
shopping malls.  Then POOF, it was gone.  No more “Hark the Herald Angels”, no more “Jingle 
Bells”, no more Christmas music at all.  December 26th came and it seemed like Christmas 
never happened.  I find this amazing.  All the preparations that were made, the parties, the 
schedule of activities, and its over; it has become a thing of the past.  Included in those prepara-
tions was the Season of Advent, a time to prepare our thoughts on Jesus’ first coming, as well as 
his second.  Little by little everyone’s Christmas lights have been stored away until next year.  
The oohs and ahs of the beautiful decorations have gone.  The lights have gone away, but what 
about the Light of Christ shining in you?  Does His light shine in you to remove the darkness?  
The Sermon on the Mount is in Matthew Chapters 5-7.  In Matthew 5:14-16 Jesus tells us, “You 
are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.”  Though all the festive lights may be gone and the winter doldrums are 
here, let us keep the Light of Christ shining in our lives.  Let the light keep shining to attract 
others to Christ.  Let the light shine like the shining Star of Bethlehem that attracted the Wise 
Men. 

Deacon Brad Page 

 

 

 

Special Dates In February  

African-American History Month  
• Boy Scout Sunday, February 5, 2012  
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2012  

• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 19, 2012  
• Presidents Day, February 20, 2012  
• Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012  

• First Sunday in Lent, February 26, 2012  
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Please join us for an evening of fine wines, cheeses, and most importantly, 
fellowship! �����
�������	��
����������
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����� will be held on Saturday, February 11, 
2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Education Building. There is a 
sign-up shet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Watch for more informa-
tion in the Sunday bulletins. 
 
 
 
 

Soup(er) Bowl Sunday is February 5, 2012. Bring in 
cans of soup on that day when the Giants play, or 
even if they don’t play. You can leave them in the 
tower of the Sanctuary.  There are always hungry 
people who need to be fed. 
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Our next carnival meeting will be held on February 1st at 7:30pm.  We need many vol-
unteers, so we hope you will consider attending this meeting.  The carnival will be held 
on Saturday, June 2nd from 11:00am to 3:00pm.  It is a day for our members and their 
families, our preschool families and the community to enjoy.  So, mark your calendars 
and tell your friends and family.   

LWML NEWS……... 

The next Ladies Movie Night will be on Friday, February 3rd, and  
hosted by Denise Norman.  The movie is TBA, watch the bulletin for 
more details.  We invited all ladies to join us for a great night of fel-
lowship. 

  

BABY SHOWER AND DIAPER DRIVE …...St. Luke will be hosting 
a Baby Shower and Diaper Drive on Sunday, February 26th after the 
10:45am church service.  The items that are donated will be given to 
outreach ministries to help under-privileged pregnant women and moth-
ers.  If you would like to help with food donations, set-up or clean-up, 
or hostessing the day of the shower, please contact Debbie Gnad 
(tipsyq1@verizon.net or 631-665-3383.  A flyer with suggested donations of baby items 
(new and lightly used) will be posted in the Narthex.  Gift cards are also welcome.  We 
will be adding something new this year.  In conjunction with the baby shower we will 
be holding a “diaper drive” for the weeks leading up to the shower.  You can drop the 
diapers off in the Memorial Gathering Room with any baby items.  We thank you in ad-
vance for helping the pregnant women and moms.  
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“COURAGEOUS” …….The latest movie from the creators of Fire-
proof! Police officers Adam Mitchell, Nathan Hayes, and their partners 
are brave men well-equipped to deal with hardened criminals. But when 
they remove their badges, they face a more daunting challenge---
fatherhood. As their children drift away from them, can these stalwarts 
find a way to defend and protect those nearest and dearest to them---and 
draw closer to God?   

On Sunday, February 12th after the 10:45am church service we will be 
showing “Courageous”.  All are welcome.  Invite your family and 
friends too.  This is a powerful and meaningful movie filled with laugh-
ter tears and family values that ALL will enjoy.  It’s a movie NOT TO 
BE MISSED!  Popcorn will be available, bring a beverage and any treats 
you might like.  Contact Debbie Gnad or Sandi McDermott for informa-
tion.  SEE YA AT THE ST. LUKE CINEMA!!!! 

 

Haiti Houses 

 

Thank you to everyone who has helped 
us toward our goal of building three 
houses for families in Haiti through the 
Atlantic District and Food for the Poor.  
We have almost reached our goal of 
raising $8,000 to meet the matching gift, 
which will enable Food for the Poor to 
construct the three houses.  An added 
blessing has been received, a special gift 
by another person purchasing a home.  
Therefore, when we reach our goal of 
$8,000 there will actually be four homes built!   As of January 15th we have raised 
$5,780 or 231 of the blocks valued at $25 toward the goal of 260 blocks.  All and any 
donations are welcomed.  If you have not already made a donation, please consider how 
you can help place a family in a sturdy livable home. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!! 
 

Pastor Froehlich and the Missions and Social Concerns Board 

������	������������
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St. Luke Saints Wall Plaques 

We are now accepting donations for engraved Bronze Memorial Plaques for the St. Luke Saints 
Wall. Submit your form with the payment of $200 to the church office or place in the offering 
plate. Be sure to mark the envelope “St Luke Saints Wall.” Names on the plaque can be of those 
living with the Lord in heaven or living on this earth.  Order forms are on the literature table in 
the tower of the sanctuary. If you have any questions, please all Pastor Froehlich.  So far, we 
have received orders for 22 plaques, and have placed those orders the first week of January. 
 

Visiting Nurse Service and Hospice of Suffolk, Inc. is offering our 
community a Volunteer Training Program.  Hospice volunteers are a 
special gift to those overwhelmed with the responsibility of caring for 
someone who is at the end of life. Volunteers provide companionship to 
patients and respite to their families. The Training Program which is 
held in East Northport will run on Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. beginning on February 
21st and concluding on March 1st. Pre-registration is required. For more 
information, please contact Amanda Dubinsky, Volunteer Coordinator @ 631-930-9340 or 
adubinsky@vnshs.org. 
 

 

We welcome into the Kingdom of God, Christopher Jesse Karpowicz, son 
of Kevin & Karen Karpowicz.  We pray God’s blessing on this family. 

 

 

Voting Results for 2012 Church Council 
The following were elected on January 8th for a 2 year term: 

President – Tom Lamendola 
Vice President – Butch Bergaglio 

Secretary – Ray Slezak 
Board of Finance Chairperson – Chris Sutherland 
Board of Education Chairperson – Christine Geed 

Board of Worship Chairperson – Paul Elgert 
 

Thank you to:   Bill Fenty, Rhonda Meserole, Nancy Gossow, and 
Glenn Schabel who completed their terms of office.  

They were faithful servants of the Lord. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
The Candlewood Christian  

Coffee House 
will be held on Saturday, 

March 3rd at 7:00pm 
 
 

Our guest artists for the evening will be 
“Gracious Vine” 

 
Look for the reservation sign-up sheet in the Narthex as well as sign-up 

sheet for anyone who would like to donate a baked good or dessert. 
 

The cost for the evening is $5.00 per person which includes refreshments. 
A free-will offering will be taken for the artists. 

Babysitting is available  
(please indicate if you need babysitting on the reservation sheet) 



11  

 

Since the last time we wrote in the newsletter so much has been going on in the 
preschool.  In December we had our celebrations for the birth of our Savior with 
each class performing songs for their parents and families in the Chapel, and 
then having a party in their classrooms.  It was a wonderful time for the children 
and staff to focus on the birth of Jesus. 
 
In January we were back to school and in full swing!  We held speech screen-

ings for our 3 and 4 year old children which was conducted by students of C.W. Post (along 
with their supervisor) who are specializing in speech pathology.  We also celebrated Martin  
Luther King Day with a presentation by Mrs. Janet Kahn who explained to the children what 
Martin Luther King’s vision for our world was about.  
 
January is also the month where we begin registration for our next school year.  All church 
members and current families of the preschool have first priority.  Registration for these families 
began on January 23rd.  Open registration for the community begins on Feb. 6th.  If you or 
someone you know is interested in registering for the 2012-2013 School Year, please call the 
preschool office at 631-462-5216.  We offer classes for 2, 3 and 4 year olds as well as Mommy 
& Me.  We still have very limited openings in some of our classes for this year as well. 
 
This month we will be holding “Dental Health Week” where we will have a dentist come to the 
school to visit the children’s classrooms and talk to them about how important it is to take care 
of their teeth.  This is always a fun time for the students and they will receive toothbrushes, etc. 
to help them take care of their teeth! 
 
Of course, February bring us Valentine’s Day and the children will be preparing some very spe-
cial art projects to give to their parents.   
 
Each month we have a Bible Story that we concentrate on with the children.  For the month of 
February they will be discussing the story of Zacchaeus and how he became a follower of Jesus.  
This story will be told in the classrooms as well as in Chapel, which the children attend twice a 
month. 
 
As always, we ask that you keep St. Luke Preschool in your prayers as we strive to teach the 
children both academically and spiritually. 
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