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                   PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

Dear St. Luke Family and Friends, 

As we approach the National Day of Thanksgiving and the beginning of the new church year on 
November 27th,  I pray that we will take time to reflect on the blessings which have been so 
abundant in our lives.  Yes, these are challenging times in so many ways, such as:  people out of 
work, illnesses that touch our loved ones, and the ever challenging question of what will happen 
next that will change our lives.  But, in the midst of those challenges, our Lord stands with wide 
open arms to embrace us and walk with us through all the challenges of life.  That is something 
to give thanks for each and every day, and reason for us to gather together as the family of God 
around Word and Sacrament. 

Recently I have been reading a book entitled “The Presence An Approach to the Holy Commun-
ion” by the sainted Berthold von Schenk, who was pastor of Our Saviour Lutheran Church in 
the Bronx.  This book was written in 1945 and it talks of the centrality of the Eucharist in the 
life of the congregation and in our personal lives.  To facilitate the implementation of his idea of 
“everything the parish did came back to the parish living out its life by incorporating the bap-
tized people of God into the mystical body of Christ”,  Pastor von Schenk developed what he 
called “The Kingdom Plan.”  This plan was based on the simple rule  -  every parish must be the 
Church.  Word and Sacrament were to be the content of every official meeting of the congrega-
tion.  In short, the plan was based on this simple formula: ‘God would bless the congregation if 
the members worshipped faithfully by listening to the Word and receiving the Sacrament every 
Sunday.  He would bless the congregation if the members adopted tithing as a way of life and 
brought their offering.  God would bless the congregation if they prayed daily for the parish and 
the members, and if the members of the congregation evangelized, God would also bless 
them.’  (“The Presence” p14) 

During this special time of the year we will gather around the tables in our homes and celebrate 
with our families the feast of Thanksgiving, and then the feast of Christmas, and later the feast 
of the New Year.  It is a great thing to celebrate with your loved ones, and I encourage you to do 
just that.   However, I also encourage you to remember that you are the church and we have the 
opportunity each week to gather around the Table of the Lord and the Word of God read and 
proclaimed.  This helps us to be the church wherever we are, sharing the Good News of Jesus.  
In that way we are living members of the church, carrying out the great commission and the 
mission of this congregation which is, “To know Christ and make Him known, by Serving, 
Teaching and Loving.”  I will speak more of this mission Statement in the weeks ahead. 

Have a most blessed Thanksgiving, and I look forward to 
greeting you at the Lord’s Table of Thanksgiving each week. 

Peace, Joy and Love, 

Pastor Froehlich 
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UPCOMING  WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship on Wednesday,  
November 23rd at 7:30pm 

Come and feast with us on the Word and  
Sacrament. 

 

 

 

 

Prepare your heart for Christmas by joining us each for these  
special evenings: 

 
Advent Experiences Wednesdays at 7:30pm 

November 30th the South Shore Brass will lead us in a musical reflection 
in our preparation for Christmas.  This is the group that plays on Easter 

Sunday each year. 
 

December 7th the Strings Group from Long Island Lutheran High School 
will lead us in a reflective evening of worship to prepare our hearts for the 

birth of the Savior.  
 

December 14th we will have a special service of lessons and carols with 
soloists from the congregation as we prepare to welcome the Savior.  

 
Our final Advent experience will be on December 21st at 6:30 pm, when 

we will visit the residents at Sunrise Assisted Living (on Deer Park Avenue 
across from Vanderbilt School) and sing carols for them. 
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Be All You Can Be 

 
The month of November has several holidays:  Election Day, Veteran’s Day and 
Thanksgiving.  There may be some others, but these three are the ones that come to my 
mind.   
 
Veteran’s Day, the signing of the Armistice ending World War I at the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the eleventh month.  Veteran’s Day gives us the opportunity to 
honor and give thanks to all of the brave men and women who serve and have served in 
the military.  Without them, who knows where this country would be.  Over the years 
there have been many commercials on television and radio encouraging young men and 
women to join the military.  One of the phrases I remember is “be all you can be”.  This 
expression tells the listener you are not up to your potential; you can be more than you 
are already.  I feel the “be all you can be” phrase can also apply to our potential in our 
Christian development. 
 
One of the definitions of potential is: “capable of being or becoming”.  As parents we 
see potential in our children whether it is sports, acting, art, and/or studies.  When we 
see this potential we encourage our children to pursue it.  God also sees the potential in 
us, but do we see it also?  What are we capable of becoming in God’s eyes?  Through 
baptism we become a child of God.  Through Christ’s shed blood we are forgiven sin-
ners.  This potential has become a reality.  But it doesn’t stop there.  We are to grow in 
Christ, to become Christ’s ambassadors (2Corinthians 5:20).  As an ambassador we are 
an authorized messenger or representative of Christ.  So put on the full armor of God 
(Ephesians 6:11) and proclaim Christ and reach your potential. 
 

Deacon Brad Page 
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The  Women’s Bible Study will be meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 1st & 
15th at 6:30pm and led by Denise Norman.  During our last study, we 
read and discussed what heaven might be like, or what our hopes of it 
are.  It was really a wonderful  and interesting study.   All women are 
welcomed!!  You aren't committed to join us for every study.   

The next Ladies Movie Night will be Nov. 4th at 7:15pm.  The movie will 
be “The Tourist” starring Johnny Depp and Angelina Jolie.  It will be 
hosted by Carole Mohrman and Flo Stabler.  Bring a munchie & drink and 
come enjoy a good night.   

The Ladies Book Club will meet on Wednesday, Nov 9th at 7:30pm, the 
book we will be reading is "God Came Near" by Max Lucado.  It can be purchased at 
Barnes and Noble or any Christian store. January’s  book will be "Traveling Light" by 
Max Lucado.   Again, we invite you to join us for good discussion and terrific fellow-
ship. 

The LWML will be hosting Coffee Hour on Sunday, Nov 20th.  Come have a bite to eat 
and find out what we're all about. 

 

St Luke will be hosting the "Little Lambs Gathering" on Nov 12th from 12 to 2pm.  
This is to recognize children newborn to 4 years old who were baptized at St Luke.  It's 
a good way for parents to remember that special day in their child's life and to meet fel-
low parents who share the same things.  Luncheon will be served in the lower kitchen.  
Anyone who would like to help with this, please contact Debbie Gnad at 631-665-3383 
or at  tipsyq1@verizon.net. 
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SUNDAYS AT 9:30AM 
Led by Pastor Froehlich 

We will be completing the study on Romans and then will 
be studying the Chronology of the Scriptures during the weeks leading up to Christmas 

 
MONDAYS AT 7:30PM (when Confirmation Class Meets) Led By: Pastor Froehlich 

At this study, we discuss what the Confirmation students are learning 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH & 22ND at 7:30pm, Led By: Denise Cianciatti 
A book discussion of “The Jesus I Never Knew” written by Philip Yancey 

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST & 15TH at 6:30pm Led By: Denise Norman 

The LWML Ladies Bible Study will be held.  All women are welcomed!!  You aren't 
committed to join us for every study.   
 

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30AM Led By: Pastor Froehlich 
The Wednesday morning study is concentrating on the Thessalonian 
Letters of St. Paul 
 
 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 
 

At our next Voter’s Meeting, the persons for the following positions will be elected by the con-
gregation: 
 
  President   Board of Finance Chairperson  
  Vice President   Board of Education Chairperson 
  Secretary   Board of Worship Chairperson 
 
For some of these positions the incumbent is eligible to serve a second term, and for some posi-
tions, the incumbent has completed two terms. 
 
If you have someone to be considered for a position please notify Bill Fenty, Chairperson of the 
Nominating Committee at Wfenty@gmail.com 

��������
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It takes many hands to make our Sights, Sounds, and Smells  
of Christmas Fair run smoothly.  We need help with the craft 
making table, set up  and clean up, food donations, and all 
around assistance in various areas.  If you are available to 
help in any of these capacities, please contact Sandi McDer-
mott or Lisa Wenz for more information. 
 

We would also love to have more of the wonderful hand-
made items that were donated in the past and to add new 
items to the Boutique Table.  These are a big hit and people 
enjoy being able to buy hand-made items to give as gifts.  If you would like to donate or 
have any questions, please contact Debbie Gnad at 
tipsyq1@verizon.net or 631-665-3383.   
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       KIERIN’S ANNUAL BAKE SALE  
 

Mark your calendars………..Kierin’s Bake Sale will be held on 
November 13th between services and after the 10:45 worship ser-
vice.  The proceeds will help a few families in need.  Please sign 

up on the bulletin board in the Narthex to donate cookies, brownies, pies, cakes, etc.  
Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 
VENDORS WANTED:  For our Sights, Sounds, and Smells of Christmas Festival be-
ing held on December 4th from 12-3pm.  There is a small fee of 
$25.00 for a table.  All fees go directly to St. Luke.  If you are in-
terested, please email Lisa Wenz at lwenz@optonline.net or call  
her at 631-499-8339. 
 

ST. LUKE SAINTS WALL PLAQUES:  In thanksgiving for the members of  St. 
Luke, past and present, we have erected the St. Luke Saints Wall.  We are now accept-
ing donations for engraved bronze memorial plaques for the wall.  Submit your form 
with the payment of $200 to the church office or place in the offering plate.  Be sure to 
mark the envelope “St. Luke Saints Wall”.  There are order forms on the literature table 
in the tower of the sanctuary. 
 
 
 
A DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE will be held at St. Luke on November 20th at 12:30pm.  
Get a discount on your car insurance.  The cost is $50 (cash or check) payable at the door.  It  is 
limited to 40 participants, first come, first serve.  Sign up on the bulleting board in the Narthex. 
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Shares for Shared Ministry 2011-2012……...please give prayerful consideration to 
committing to a share of $10 per week toward our special projects for this year.  New 
commitment forms are available for one share, 1/2 share or more.  The forms are on the 
literature table in the Tower, and online at our website  http://www.st-luke-lutheran.org.  
Thank you to those who have made a new commitment for 2011-2012. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

St. Luke Preschool will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair Novem-
ber 2nd –4th each day from 9:15-4:00 and also on November 3rd 
from 5:30-7:30pm. 

All are invited to browse the great selection of books for young 
children through adults.  Books make a great gift for the Christmas holiday for anyone 
on your list and Scholastic offers books at reasonable prices.  This is a fundraiser which 
helps to support the preschool ministry. 

SOMETHING NEW FOR OUR NEWSLETTER!!! 

We are adding a new feature to our newsletter…….a “Question of the Month” article.  
Each month a question will be asked and then we will print the answers received in the 
next month’s newsletter.  You can submit just a sentence or up to a short paragraph in 
response to the question.  We hope that many of you will submit answers to the 
“Question of the Month”. 
For the month of November the question is……………………………. 

 
 
 
 

“WHAT DO YOU THINK HEAVEN WILL BE LIKE?” 
 
 
 
 

You can submit your answers by either emailing Kathy von Thaden at  
autumnvt@verizon.net, or my church email address:  Kathy@st-luke-lutheran.org 
or place in my mailbox #133.   
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THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
Thanksgiving Baskets will once again be collected and donated to families in need.  The 

flyers with all the details are now in your mailboxes.  Please sign up so we will know how many 
baskets we will have to donate.  Baskets are due by November 13th to insure delivery on 
time.  Below is a list of the items that should be included.  You may add a few nutritious items 
if you desire.  Please increase most items for a large family.  DO NOT PUT CASH DONA-
TIONS FOR TURKEYS IN THE BASKET!  PLEASE PUT IN THE  OFFERING PLATE 
CLEARLY MARKED FOR THANKSGIVING BASKETS OR GIVE TO PASTOR OR 
THE CHURCH OFFICE.  THANK YOU! 

 
With each basket, in addition to what is listed below, we will include a food coupon from a su-
permarket for a turkey. 
 

· Large Box/Bag of Stuffing 
· Box of Mashed Potatoes 
· 1 Large Can of Sweet Potatoes 
· 4-6 Cans of Vegetables 
· 3 Cans of Soup 
· 2 half gallons of Juice/Cider 
· 2-3 Cans of Fruit 
· Large Can of Cranberry Sauce 
· Coffee and/or Tea 
· Powdered Milk or 2 cans of Evaporated Milk 
· 1 Box of Sugar 
· Cake Mix w/frosting or Pie Crust w/pie mix 
· Box or Tin of Cookies 
· Can or Bag of Mixed Nuts 
· Box or Bag of Candy or Mints 
· Napkins 

 
Let’s help these families have a blessed Thanksgiving 
dinner! 
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St. Luke Preschool is usually a very busy place and October was no excep-
tion!  During the month of October, we had “picture day” for all the stu-
dents and staff, we celebrated Columbus Day with Janet Kahn who visited 
the classes to tell all the children the story of Columbus and his discovery 
of America……..the children certainly enjoyed her animated storytel-
ling!!!! Thanks, Janet. 
 

Also in October, our Pre-K Classes took a trip to Schmitt’s Farm in Melville where they 
each got to pick a pumpkin as well as picking some vegetables such as radishes and car-
rots.  They enjoy a hayride and a visit with some farm animals.  It was also a special day 
since the children were able to ride on a “real school bus”, an experience that will help 
them when entering Kindergarten next year! 
 
At the end of the month, the children came to school dressed in costumes 
for our “Let’s Pretend Parties”…...you could see some adorable costumes 
coming through the door…….beautiful princesses, pumpkins, animal cos-
tumes, Minnie Mouse,  and lots, and lots of “Woody's”!  They had parties 
in their classrooms and then went “trick or treating” from class to 
class……..it was a fun time for all.  You can see some of the pictures on 
St. Luke’s Face Book page! 
 
November is promising to be as busy a month as October.  On November 2-4th we will be hold-
ing our Scholastic Book Fair.  Congregants are invited to shop on November 3rd from 5:30-
7:30pm.  There will be a selection of books for all ages including adults!  Great time to buy 
some Christmas gifts!!!!!  We will also be celebrating Thanksgiving with the children with a 
party in every class and have asked the parents to participate in their class to help make up a 
Thanksgiving Basket for the needy. 
 
For anyone interested in the preschool, we still have a few openings in our 2, 3 and 4 year old 
classes as well as in our Mommy & Me Program.  Call the school office at 631-462-5216 for 
more information. 
 
As always, we continue to have staff devotions twice a week and Chapel for the children twice a 
month.  As we go forward in the school year, we ask that you pray for this ministry of St. Luke 
and that the lives of the children and their families are touched by this ministry.  

����	�����
����



12  

 

������������������������ ��!"#�
 

 

 

 



13  

 

���

���
��	�
�	��

 

PRESENTS: 

STELLADECK 

(formerly The Trinity Praise Band) 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH AT 
7:00PM 

Doors open at 6:30pm 

 

Donation is ONLY $5.00 per person 

Come join us for an evening of Christian music and fellowship 
and wonderful refreshments (included in your donation) 

You can sign up in the Narthex or call Kathy von Thaden at  
516-433-7092 or Debbie Gnad at 631-665-3383 for reservations. 

 
Babysitting is available upon request. 

 
We also ask that anyone who would like to donate a baked or store 

bought “goodie”, there is a sign up sheet in the Narthex  
or you can speak to Anita Schabel. 

 
We welcome anyone who would like to help with the set up of the coffee 

house as well, please see either Kathy or Debbie for more info. 
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The below is an article  from a pastor who posted online the day after Steve Jobs passed 
away.  Paul Elgert received permission from this pastor to print his article in our newslet-
ter.   
 
“You don’t have to know me well to know that I’m a huge fan of Apple. I have an Apple decal 
on my study door to make the point. My first computer was a 512K “Fat Mac” purchased in 
1984. I’ve owned Apple computers my entire working life. I operate three today. I’m also the 
proud owner of two iPods and a first generation iPad. I don’t have an iPhone, though. I prefer 
my phones to be phones and my cell phone to be off. Don't call me; I'll call you. 
Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple, died yesterday. His accomplishments are legendary. A fiercely 
competitive businessman, a culture-defining designer, an innovator, a showman to the end, 
Steve Jobs epitomized a generation. My generation. For my parents’ generation, the defining 
company was General Electric, the giant industrial conglomerate that made everything from 
washing machines to MRI machines to jet engines. For my generation, the iconic company is 
Apple, joining form and function, engineering and art, making technology an integral part of our 
lives. Others invented computers, cell phones, music players, and tablets. Steve Jobs put his 
unique signature on them and changed the way we use them. He made technology fun. 

What many people don’t know is that Steve Jobs was baptized in a Lutheran church. He was 
catechized in the same Lutheran congregation my brother now attends by a pastor I knew before 
he died. He is named in the famous “Lutheran Song” that lists many prominent people as Lu-
therans, though most are not actually Lutheran any more. 

I’m sad that Steve Jobs died at a fairly young age. He was just two years older than I am. I don’t 
know if Apple will continue to be an innovative force without him. We’ll see. But what makes 
me really sad is that he didn’t stick with being Lutheran. That would have been so cool. Imag-
ine, Steve Jobs as a Lutheran going to the same church as my brother. I might have met him. 
Truthfully I don’t know what he believed at the end of his life. I know he dabbled in Buddhism 
and was a vegetarian. Neither philosophical contemplations or vegetables will do you any good 
at the end of your life. 

I don’t understand falling from faith. I understand that we do not come to faith by our own rea-
son or strength or decision. I know that the Holy Spirit calls us to faith by the Gospel and that 
faith is a gift from God. I understand that and believe it. What I don’t understand is how some-
one falls from faith. This is a great mystery to me. How is it that someone can be baptized and 
catechized and then turn away from Christ and His Church? In 19 years of ministry, this is what 
puzzles me the most. There are many sons and daughters of our congregation who have gone 
that way. I grieve over them much more than I do the death of Steve Jobs. I baptized and taught 
them. And I will have to give an account for their souls. And what about me? What makes me 
immune from falling in the same way? 

Continued on Page 15 
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I think falling from faith happens slowly and imperceptibly. It begins with that Sunday soccer 
game or basketball tournament, the boy scout event, the part-time job that forces you to work on 
Sunday morning and then the next time, you volunteer. The late night party on Saturday that 
leaves you too tired to get up for church. The hectic calendar. Family concerns, the business, the 
house, the investments.  

You discover that you can skip church for weeks, maybe even months, and nothing bad hap-
pens. Your hair doesn’t fall out. Your teeth don’t turn green. Your children are no worse and 
maybe even a little better now that you don’t have to fight them in the pews. And you get a little 
more “me time.” You might even get promoted, or start your own company, or invent the iPod. 
Pretty soon, you cease to worry about how it is with you and the Lord, like a relative you’ve 
long forgotten. Maybe you read a few books challenging religion in general and Christianity in 
particular and they cause you to wonder if it’s all a big waste of time. You find some unpleasant 
stuff about Lutherans on the internet. You have a squabble with a congregation member. No one 
from church seems to care or call.  

One day the dimly flickering light of faith simply goes out, like a little candle in a puff of wind, 
and you don’t even notice. Faith doesn’t die with a shout of protest or a clenched fist of defi-
ance. It takes faith to be angry with God. When faith dies, it simply withers away like a dry un-
tended plant. 

The rich man and Lazarus both died and were buried. Death is the great leveler of humanity. 
The rich may have better health plans and access to the marvels of medicine, but sooner or later 
that runs out too. Two days after his resignation from Apple, Steve Jobs looked like any other 
56 year-old man near the end of his life. I know the look well. His many achievements and con-
tributions to technology and culture were behind him. His days were numbered. “Teach us to 
number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” 

God is merciful and gracious. He justifies the ungodly in His Son. He forgives sinners for Jesus’ 
sake. Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. In Him, God the Father 
reconciled all the world to Himself and does not count men’s sins against them. I don’t know 
how it is between the dying and the Lord of life in their last moments. I’ve attended many 
deaths, but I haven’t been privy to the private conversation. Like the beginning of life, the end 
remains a great mystery, hidden entirely in the hands of Jesus, whose hands were wounded to 
save the world, including men like Steve Jobs, and all those other Lutherans who no longer are.  

I sincerely hope that everyone at their last hour gets to hear, “Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” from the Savior who died for them. That's what all of us 
sinners, great and small, clever and dull, extraordinary and ordinary, need to hear.” 
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